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Robust prawn
de-header’s
price is falling

A

prawn de-heading machine
has gone on sale following
extensive workshop and sea
trials since its development
began in 2004.
Marketed in the UK by Northern
Ireland-based Albus Solutions,
the machine was invented by the
Danish inventor Erik Andersen.
“Prawns do not like to co-operate
when they are being de-headed! So,
the ﬁrst challenge was to separate
and orientate the prawns,” Mr
Andersen said. “The second was to
de-head differently sized prawns in
the right location to maintain quality
and yield.
“We have shown that the
technology is robust – the test
machine was on a ﬁshing boat in
the Irish Sea for six months with no
problems reported,” he said.
Ivan Wilde, owner of the
Skerries-based ﬁshing boat
Syracuse, believes that the
machine is a major breakthrough.
“It is amazing that this was not
developed years ago because we
really needed a solution to this
back-breaking job. The crew can
now focus more on quality and
sorting the ﬁsh by-catch.
“It really helps to add value and
I am impressed with the quality of
tails that come out of the machine.
The yield is very good and, as the
machine does not get tired, the
quality is consistent,” Mr Wilde
added.

Steve Frith, managing director
of Albus Solutions, says there has
been a great level of interest in the
technology.
“Over the past few months I
have had interest from all over
Europe and even as far aﬁeld as
Canada. There is no doubt that the
current credit crunch is presenting
real problems for ﬁshermen. This
technology allows ﬁshermen to
reduce their running costs on
what was always a very labour
demanding job.
“Due to the current climate, the
manufacturer of the equipment
is being much more competitive
and we have been able to reduce
the sales price by
40%. The standard
model starts at
approximately
£53,000.
“With up to 40%
potential funding
support available for
ﬁshermen in the UK,
the technology is quite
affordable.
“We have also
developed a sorting
table that allows crew
to rapidly sort the catch
through a series of
chutes, which can feed
prawns directly to the
machine.”
■ Albus Solutions
will be on stand B18.

Turbo Tactic makes
data less daunting

I

n the present climate of reduced ﬁshing opportunities,
Ormston Technology and its partners Sodena and
Catsat will be introducing new systems that will
allow more proﬁtable operations under these difﬁcult
conditions, the company says.
The amount of data available to the skipper for
decision making can be daunting. Ormston says the new
Turbo Tactic system will allow this data to be ﬁltered
and used to optimise ﬁshing performance in the limited
catching time available.
The Turbo Tactic will be presented in the seminar room
on Thursday 14 May at 1pm. It will also be shown on the
company’s stand.
■ Ormston will be on stand A31.

Above: Prawns enter the new de-heading
machine which has seen a 40% price cut to
make it more affordable for ﬁtting on board
Left: A sorting table has been developed to
work with the new prawn de-header

Range of new products from Cotesi

C

otesi UK will be at
FISHING with its
partners in netting technology and design, Eurored
Vigo, presenting the latest
materials and designs available
for commercial fishing.
The company says it will
put a very special focus on its
range of products designed
for pelagic netting.
Proposals on new net
designs will be presented at
the show – proposals which
allow cost savings while
providing a much higher

catch output, Cotesi says.
Products on the company’s
stand will include:
For pelagic nets:
■ D-TEC HMPE ropes
for headlines, warps, short
bridles and frame lines;
■ Sideline mixed leaded
and unleaded ropes for sidelines;
■ N-Tech for front meshes;
■ Stripe for front meshes;
■ Turbix for faster and
better opening of the net.
For seine netting:
■ The well-known Redline;

■

The
new
Greenline
Excel range of nets designed
to ensure mesh stability in
codends;
■ The new Titanium range
of nets designed to minimize
fuel consumption.
Mooring will see its focus
on Movline ropes, ideal for
fishing and aquaculture, and
the New D-Tech and Titanium
ropes.
Titanium
ropes
are
manufactured with a new
generation of polymers,
providing a much higher

strength and better abrasion
resistance to the rope. Ropes
of this type will be on display
on Cotesi’s stand.
This year’s FISHING
will also see the launch of
the company’s new Movdan
general-purpose three-strand
polysteel rope.
In aquaculture, Cotesi will
show the last developments
in offshore and inshore fish
farming with special attention to a new mussel net.
■ Cotesi will be on stand
B1.

The comprehensive handbook for Scottish port users

P

Suppliers of advanced deck machinery
and auto-trawl systems.
Visit us on stand D6 at Fishing 2009
to see our new compact split winches
and latest design of winch gear
drive systems.

Rapp Ecosse U.K. Ltd

Volum Street, Peterhead, Scotland AB42 1TZ
Tel: 01779 490044 Fax: 01779 480671
www.rappecosse.co.uk

ublished annually in December
for the past 28 years, Ports of
Scotland is a comprehensive
reference book for all ports users.
Printed in full colour and now
expanded to over 260 pages, it includes
detailed information on port and
harbour authorities, including plans,
photographs and useful contacts.
Also included in Ports of Scotland
Yearbook 2009 is a section listing
all foreign consular represesntations
in Scotland and an improved
section covering, amongst others,
the Scottish Fisheries Protection
Agency, Maritime & Coastguard
Agency, Northern Lighthouse
Board and the UK Harbourmaster’s
Association.
More than 100 advertisers also

provide extensive information on
support services available in or near
the ports and harbours.
The publisher, Maritime
Publications, says it is a valuable
reference book for the North Sea
ﬁshing and oil industries, as well as for
shipowners, shipbrokers, charterers,
importers and exporters and all other
port users.
The yearbook provides detailed
information on the facilities provided
by over 80 Scottish ports and harbours
including: anchorages; bunkering;
distribution services; docks and
quaysides; local suppliers; ship
chandlery; ship repair and drydocks
and more.
■ Ports of Scotland will be on stand
A20.

